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lowed the crisis of the preceding year. Bodies
of men known as "Coxey" or "industrial"
armies crossed the country from the Pacific
Ooast to Washington during the months from
March to June. They were described by one
writer as "but the byplay of the social move-
ment. '' Much more serious were the labor con-
troversies of the year, reaching a climax in the
great railroad strike of July. Some slight dis-
turbances occurred in Iowa as a result, but the
State was not seriously involved. One of the
industrial armies, the so-called "Kelly's
Army", passed through during April and May;
it was in Des Moines from Sunday, April 29th,
to "Wednesday, May 9th.

General Weaver devoted almost his entire
time to the army while it was in Des Moines
and vicinity. He drove out to the temporary
camp near the city on Sunday morning and
spoke to the men, who gave him a cordial greet-
ing. He told them that as long as they did not
violate any law their "marching petition" was
invincible. He was in full sympathy with the
objects of the movement and so were the great
majority of the people in his opinion. He ad-
vised them to "keep on and get work. When
you get work that is all you want.''

Monday night G-eneral Weaver addressed a
meeting in the interests of the army at the
Trades Assembly Hall at which "G-eneral"
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